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At the last minute, Peru's many candidates for the April 9, 1995, presidential elections scrambled to
register before the Oct. 11 filing deadline. President Alberto Fujimori registered with the electoral
commission (Jurado Nacional de Elecciones, JNE) on Oct. 10. His main opponent, former UN
secretary-general Javier Perez de Cuellar, who had announced his decision to run on Sept. 22,
waited until the last day to register, as did Susana Higuchi, Fujimori's wife. With a field of more
than two dozen candidates for the top office, polls are showing Fujimori with a comfortable lead
at this early stage of the campaign. When the filing period closed, 22 hopefuls had registered as
presidential candidates for the elections. If no candidate wins more than 50% of the votes on the first
ballot, a second round will be held three months later.
President Fujimori, who dissolved Congress in April 1992 and ruled by decree until a constituent
assembly was elected in November 1992, played a key role in drafting the new Constitution that
allowed him to run for re-election. Fujimori had confirmed his intention to run for re- election on
Oct. 8, only two days before he filed as a candidate. Fujimori made the long-expected announcement
at a rally in the poor Lima sector known as Barrios Altos. Fujimori told the crowd he needed five
more years to finish the job of "national reconstruction" that he had begun during his first term.
On the following day, Fujimori presented his two vice presidential running mates: Ricardo Marquez
Flores, a 47-year-old textile manufacturer and current president of the National Industrial Society,
and 52-year-old Cesar Paredes Canto, who heads the National Assembly of University Deans. It was
from that same post that Fujimori launched his successful bid for the presidency in 1990. Fujimori's
strong points going into the campaign are the economic stability that has been achieved during his
administration and the decrease in guerrilla violence. With the arrest in September 1992 of Abimael
Guzman, leader of the Maoist guerrilla group Sendero Luminoso, as well as the capture of most
of the top echelon of both Sendero and the smaller Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaro, the
violence that racked the country during its 14-year civil war has diminished.
Meanwhile, Perez de Cuellar announced his decision to enter the race on Sept. 22 at the Hotel
Crillon in downtown Lima. The 74-year-old diplomat is at the moment considered the only electoral
opponent capable of thwarting the president's re-election ambitions. "After 70 years, we are once
again faced with an attempt at re-election, an old political practice that has never paid off for
Peru or Latin America," said Perez de Cuellar, referring to Fujimori. "I do not have the support of
economic powers and even less of the various resources of power. But power and money do not buy
consciences." Perez de Cuellar stressed that if he is elected he will not drastically alter the neoliberal
economic policies imposed during the Fujimori administration, but would modify them to take into
consideration the desperate poverty that affects more than half of Peru's population, especially
those who have become "newly poor" since the implementation of the economic austerity measures.
Perez de Cuellar is running as an independent under the banner of the Union por el Peru (UPP). His
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running mates are economist and former head of the national statistics institute Graciela Fernandez
Baca, and Guido Pennano, former minister of industry under Fujimori.
In addition to Perez de Cuellar, Susana Higuchi, the president's wife, also continues to pose a huge
political problem for Fujimori. Higuchi filed her candidacy with the JNE just 10 minutes before
the registration deadline. The JNE must now rule on Higuchi's eligibility to run. The electoral law,
which was passed by Congress in July, bars any member of the president's family from running for
president, vice president, or Congress. Although Higuchi insisted that the law is unconstitutional,
the Peruvian Congress refused to overturn it and the courts have not yet begun hearings on the
petition challenging it.
Meanwhile, Higuchi has appealed to the Inter-American Human Rights Commission of the
Organization of American States (OAS), claiming the electoral law violates her civil and political
rights. According to unofficial sources, on Oct. 6 the OAS sent a letter to the Fujimori government
urging that it allow Higuchi to "exercise her right" to participate in the elections. Higuchi had
announced her decision to run for president in August, after an increasingly public dispute
with her husband that culminated in Fujimori stripping her of her title and duties as first lady.
She subsequently moved out of the presidential palace, formed her own political organization
Movimiento Armonia Siglo XXI and began a strenuous campaign. Higuchi's participation in the
political race split Fujimori's Cambio 90 campaign organization, when one-half of the national
committees joined Higuchi's Armonia Siglo XXI.
Although Cambio 90 was founded by Fujimori in 1989 to support his bid for the 1990 elections,
Higuchi was one of Cambio 90's most active members and her family helped finance it. Higuchi
chose two political unknowns, Luis Renteros and Eduardo Minguillo, as her running mates. She has
said that unemployment, poverty, and corruption are the greatest problems facing Peru and she
accused her husband's administration of being indifferent to the hunger that exists in the country.
"How can anyone cope with the poverty that comes with living on a salary of 120 new soles (US$55)
a month, and even that is assuming a person is lucky enough to have a job?" asked Higuchi in a
campaign speech in the poor Lima barrio of Mi Peru. In addition to Higuchi, two other women are
running for president.
The Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana (APRA) the oldest and best organized party in Peru
has named former minister of education Mercedes Cabanillas to head its ticket. Another traditional
party, the Partido Popular Cristiano (PPC), is running Lourdes Flores Nano. Until Higuchi entered
the race, the third place candidate was Lima Mayor Ricardo Belmont. An independent, Belmont
was the first person to throw his hat in the ring, but he has so far only garnered minimal support. At
its primary convention in late September, Accion Popular, the party founded by former president
and elder statesman Fernando Belaunde Terry (1963-68, 1980-85), chose Raul Diez Canseco Terry,
nephew of the former president, as its presidential candidate. Diez Canseco, a 44-year-old architect
and former congressman, has named Juan Inchaustegui, an engineer, plus agronomist Edmundo
Del Aguila, as his two vice presidential running mates. Meanwhile, the Peruvian left, grouped in
the umbrella Izquierda Unida (IU), will run Alfonso Barrantes. Barrantes organized the IU in 1980
to unite the Marxist and socialist groups into one coalition. In 1983 he became the only socialist ever
to be elected mayor of Lima. The IU was the second most powerful political force in Peru in the mid
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1980s, and with Barrantes as its candidate, took 21% of the vote in the 1985 elections. However, after
years of internal division, it only achieved 4% of the votes in the 1990 elections.
Among the other candidates who registered to run in the elections are Luis Caceres, of the
Movimiento Peru al 2000; Sixtilio Leon Velarde of the Movimiento Independiente Nuevo Peru;
Carlos Cruz Garay of the Frente Independiente de Reconciliacion Nacional; Ezequiel Ataucusi
Gamonal, with the Frente Popular Agricola; and Alejandro Aspilcueta of the Movimiento
Tecnocracia. With six months to go before the elections, Fujimori has a substantial lead in the polls,
and a 65% approval rating. A Datum poll of voters in Lima and the adjacent port city of Callao,
released Oct. 3, gives Fujimori 52% support, followed by Perez de Cuellar with 29%, and Higuchi in
third place with 3%.
All told, more than 134 political parties and independent movements have registered to participate
in the upcoming elections, according to the JNE. Apparently, the success that independent electoral
groups have had in previous Peruvian elections has encouraged a large number of such movements
to register for the upcoming race. Indeed, although many traditional parties are participating in
the elections, they may be at a great disadvantage compared to the independent groups, since
Peru's parties and politicians are so discredited among the public. For example, in a survey taken in
September by the public opinion firm Apoyo, respondents were asked to rank 22 public and private
institutions according to the amount of confidence they generated. Political parties ranked last, with
a confidence rating of 22% and a lack-of-confidence rating of 77%.
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